1









Logical fallacies in Obama’s Inaugural Speech
Student’s Name
Institution
Course
Professor’s Name
Date

[bookmark: _GoBack]







Logical fallacies in Obama’s Inaugural Speech
One of the logical fallacies in the speech is when he says, "We remain the most prosperous, powerful nation on Earth (Phillips, 2009)." This is slightly arrogant because there are many other nations that are prosperous, on the rise, and quite comparable to the United States. Therefore, this satisfies a logical fallacy because it is a false comparison and irrelevant (Bennett, 2012). 
The second logical fallacy Obama displayed was when he claimed, "It is the firefighter's courage to storm a stairway filled with smoke, but also a parent's willingness to nurture a child, that finally decides our fate (Phillips, 2009)." He attempted to divert the audience's attention away from the enormous economic planning required in America by comparing it with the fundamentals of life. This qualifies as a logical fallacy since there are other options or choices that America can use to overcome the economic crisis, such as financial planning and radical government reforms (Bennett, 2012).
Rewritten without the logical fallacies
In writing the parts without logical fallacies, the first could have read that "America remains one of the most prosperous, powerful nations on Earth." On the other hand, the second part with logical fallacy should have read that "America will not overcome the economic crisis through acts of kindness or simply sustaining life but through overcoming economic crisis such as financial planning and radical government reforms. 
Without the logical fallacy, the message on the first part brings about a correct comparison and acknowledging competition between the United States and other nations, making efforts to catch up and acting as a unifying factor and implies the need for improvement. This way, he can achieve his purpose of developing the nation as other nations are more welcoming in doing business with the USA due to the positive acknowledgment. The second part without the logical fallacy makes the statement clearer and provides more choices as many things can be done to better the economy. If he eliminated these logical fallacies, his inaugural address would be even more rhetorically pleasing.
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